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Our Goal
To improve the economics, integrity and pleasure of the sport of thoroughbred racing on behalf of all owners.

Late last year, there was an indication of industrial action by jockeys, in relation 
to riding fees. A letter was received by NZTR on the 16th of July 2011 from 
the Jockeys Association, seeking an increase in riding fee from $115 to $145, 
and an increase in the riding engagement fee (scratching fee) from $50 to 
$145, together with an increase in the minimum riding allowance. Following 
discussion, and a meeting between the NZTR Board, and Jockey Association 
representatives, an offer of $3.00 per ride was made by the Board of NZTR. 
This was in line with a previously agreed formula which incorporated the 
CPI figure in a bi-annual increase in riding fees, and alternate year, bi-annual 
review of trial fees. 

This was rejected by the Jockeys Association, and their representatives who 
at a later board meeting requested the Board approve an increase of $10 
to $125 from 1/1/12, a further increase of $10 to $135 on the 1/08/12, and 
subject to further negotiation of an additional increase of $10 to $145 on the 
1/08/13. This was an increase of 26.1% 

The Board was also advised there was considerable support amongst senior 
riders to some form of industrial action to be taken if the $10 x $10 x $10 was 
not supported.

Following a number of discussions with NZTR , the Owners, and Trainers 
representatives, and further negotiations with the Jockeys Association an 
agreement of a $10 increase, made up of a $5.00 contribution to ACC and 
$5.00 to the riding fee from the 1/1/12 was made. There is also an agreement 
regarding future increases, along the CPI guidelines as previously employed.

This review of riding fees is directly funded out of the returns available to 
owners from stakes. This has always been the case. However widespread 
industry discussion has bought about interesting thoughts. One which 
has gained significant legs is a base riding fee, with jockeys, or their agents 
negotiating, a further fee over and above for the perceived “X “ factor riders 
bring with experience and talent. This would be an interesting concept for 
owners, perhaps a tool to revise the performance, or lack of, and the jockeys 
ability to follow instructions. Certainly, the current status quo of dismounting 
and retiring to the jockeys’ room, until the mount up bell for the next race 
would have to change. And likewise, the failure to make the contracted 
race weight, by jockeys, would incur a penalty, which would have an agreed 
figure prior to engagement of that rider. I as an owner seek a professional 
ethos, when I employ a professional. I accept the element of chance, but also 
expect an interaction with the people I employ.

Goodwill and respect are mutually beneficial, and strengthen, the focus on 
achievement 

The Members Council, held the first meeting since the appointment of the 
NZTR Board on Tuesday 6th December 2011. The recent resignation of Dean 
McKenzie, to follow a career opportunity with the Metropolitan Trotting Club, 
instigated the opening of applications to the NZTR Board. These applications 
closed on the 18th of December 2011. The Members Council will meet in 
the middle of January to interview the candidates and expect that the new 
Board member will be in place in time for the next scheduled Board meeting 
on the 25th January 2012.

President/Members councillor’s Message
Neil Oldfield 

Welcome members and readers to this edition of the Owners Bulletin. The almost country wide untimely 
deluge of rain, is having significant effect on field sizes, and therefore turnovers. It has ongoing 
implications for later season racing and the financial returns within our industry.

The meeting also discussed a wide range of topics. This was largely 
consistent with the Business Plan proposal that the Board was launching 
at the AGM, to be held later that day. Three specific items of very real 
interest to the Council were – 

	 The communication to the industry as a whole, between the Board 
and Executive.

	 The performance of the Racing Board.

	 The difference between the New Zealand Thoroughbred Board, 
NZTR, and the New Zealand Racing Board, NZRB.

Achievements to date

Firstly, Communication is seen as vital to the performance of our code: 
this was readily adopted by the NZTR Board, during a meeting just prior 
to the AGM. This excellent document, The Business Plan 2012-2014, has 
been taken to the industry in forums around the country. 

The “Plan” is part of a programmed delivery of NZTR improvement 
strategies designed to redefine, the parameters and future opportunities 
for NZTR and it’s many stakeholders. The Board will deliver regular 
updates of this “living” document.

Further – The entity NZTR, is just that, a body that administers 
Thoroughbred Racing within New Zealand. It undertakes the licencing of 
participants, oversees programming of racing, and optimises opportunity 
for the delivery of a wagering product; to resource the continued 
development of the Thoroughbred Code. This is essentially different from 
the NZ Racing Board: which conducts the business of wagering, to return 
a dividend to the three respective codes of Harness, Greyhound, and 
Thoroughbred. There is also disbursement to sports, from which fixed 
odds wagering is available on. NZTR is accountable to thoroughbred 
racing in all it’s varied sectors and must provide a business plan to the 
Racing Board for approval. While closely linked, they are vastly different 
entities.

NZTR achievements to date as signaled to the code include,

(a) 	 The Inter-code agreement between the three codes

(b) 	The revised Fillies and Mares, schedule of races

(c) 	 The Handicapping Amendments

(d) 	The soon to be appointed Review Group to assess the Avondale 
Jockey Club’s current and future role within the Northern Cluster 
Group.

(e) 	 The challenge to the Graded Stakes, as outlined at The Asian Pacific 
Racing Conference.

The “Business Plan 2012-2014” is freely available from NZTR, and you can 
read it on www.nzracing.co.nz 

I would urge all industry participants to become familiar with this 
document. The Members Council endorses the actions outlined within it, 
and fully supports the direction that the NZTR Board has outlined.

Yours in Racing and all the best for 2012, Neil Oldfield.



The cover this month reflects a theme on our annual yearling sales, a seasonal time when racing stock replenishment decisions are made. The yearlings shown 
are from our Sponsors/Advertisers, Windsor Park and Little Avondale Stud. Further in this “Bulletin” we have given Steve Till and Mike Moran some copy 
space (as a thank you for Windsor Parks support through the year) to tell you about some of the studs sale entrants.

We are very pleased to announce that Little Avondale Stud have come on board as Sponsors. The principals of LA are Catriona and Sam Williams. Catriona 
would say that should be the other way round, Catriona said to me, “Were it not for Sam, Little Avondale would not exist.” But as well as being charming she is 
overly modest, as everyone knows what a strong and capable woman she is. 

The “advertorial” will over time tell of the happenings at Little Avondale and related events with the stud. Catriona and Sam are owners to more than 25 horses. 
We have put the logos/links up to Little Avondale Stud on www.racehorseowner.co.nz and its well worth a visit.

Lucinda Laxon account exec’ of JLT Bloodstock Insurance, reports that she has written some business with our owner members. Of course more would be 
very welcome, because of the financial assistance it provides your Owners Federation. For your part you will be dealing with good people at JLT, and they 
are renowned for best pricing and prompt settlements and I hear there is an enhanced package to kick off the new year. We would be delighted if you could 
contact Lucinda for a quote. Maybe for that yearling you raised or bought. There is a link to JLT on our website www.racehorseowner.co.nz.

Tony Lyndon of Hawkes Bay Owners Association (father of Maree) has written this issues “Profile”. It is of another remarkable lady. Long before women 
became prominent in politics and industry in New Zealand, many women played a leading role in racing and equine sport.

Further on there is a story I came across. I was at Counties Owners Day and Patsy Riley’s mare Keepher Close had won the Auckland Racehorse Owners 1600. 
I was talking to Patsy at the “after match” and Bonecrusher came up in the conversation. I said to Patsy that “Red” was 29 years young and wasn’t that great. 
Patsy smiled and said “That’s nothing, I’ve got Fountaincourt at home and he’s 33. A delightful couple of hours going to see the old boy and meeting Patsy’s 
family followed soon after.

I loved writing the story and hope you enjoy it.

The top horses of that era were amazingly tough and there must be more stories of them out there. As well as stories of their owners and connections. I would 
be very happy to write more on these “notables” if readers can give me some leads.

Neil Miller –  contact us at email: jeanneil@xtra.co.nz

Editorial Notes
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Key Performance Indicators
base Key performance indicators

FY11 FY12 FY13 FY14

48.	 Grow ownership 12,504 12,600 13,000 14,000

49.	 Grow number of owners with 0.25 > 1 3,327 3,400 3,500 3,600

50.	 Grow number of owners with < 0.25 shareholding 7,427 7,576 7,954 8,352

Chart 15.1 Ownership

Excerpt from New Zealand Thoroughbred Racing Business Plan 2012-2014 – Section 15, Ownership – www.nzracing.co.nz
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OUTSTANDING SUBSCRIPTIONS
The Secretary reports that quite a number of subscriptions are unpaid. Your executive make a plea for those members outstanding to settle: to ensure 
continued delivery of the Bulletin.



Notes from the Regions
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Waikato 
Jenny Cowan

Te Awamutu members Bev’ and Doug Hurrell are dairy farmers from the Korakanui district. They are mostly polo people, but both are horse lovers in varying 
and adventurous ways.

Bev’ chose hunting and trekking over golf and garden and enjoys both in winter and summer. She and Ann Browne share these interests and can be seen to 
partake of a couple of Baileys’ at the end of a day’s activites.

Bev’ and Doug race Arcenciel, Black Minnaloushe-Grosvenors Court, which translates to “Rainbow” in French. The trainer is Yves Seguin.

Doug activated his passion for Australia after winning a good race with a good stake, the Fillies and Mares 1600m race at Te Rapa back in February 2010. That 
prompted a calculated decision to take Arcenciel to Queensland and try their luck there.

As happens although the mare won a lesser handicap at Caloundra on 5 June, the luck was all bad in the best company of the Ipswich, Caloundra and Grafton 
Cups. But that did not dent their enthusiasm. They loved nearly every minute of the campaign. The Hendra virus became a huge concern at the time and they 
were advised to spell their filly well away from Queensland. They sent her to Wyong which proved very satisfactory.

Doug purchases only fillies, as he says the opportunity to win races is better. He has a filly Lok’n’kay by Towkay, who has won a trial, a broken in Shinko King 
filly, and a yearling by Keeper. Doug reports he has been studying sales catalogues for 42 years or more and attends many sales with Taranaki friends of old.

Members from Matangi near Hamilton, David and Ione Lees, have interests in many horses to reflect on. David enjoys the connection he has had with horses 
here and in Australia. One he shares an interest in is Love Laughing who at time of publishing is 17 and on the ballot for the Magic Millions race on the Gold 
Coast in Queensland on January 14th. Trained by Troy Hall he is by Favelon out of Divine Pheroz. The Chianti three year old filly, Pinot Davone, with Mike Breslin 
is another in a similar and large ownership. She is looking to race at Hawkes Bay on January 15th.

Whether anyone has a major or a minor share in racing a horse, there is no difference to the pleasure – or pain – that one feels.

Waikato Owners’ member Sheryn Hobbs from Cambridge, shares an interest with Neil Rutherford in two horses that are with Stephen Marsh. Kaapdiva races 
with her breeder Colin Rule and Marsh is also in the ownership. They are looking for her third win. With the Wentwood Grange Stud, Hawkins Bros and they 
are racing a filly with an interesting name That is Suzie the Waitress. This was derived from the ‘infamous’ possible food poisoning of the All Blacks by Suzie the 
waitress when they were in Johannesburg. You guessed it “Suzie” is by Johannesburg out of the young Danehill mare Vienna Waltz. She has the makings of a 
stayer and Shaun Ritchie is the man to make that possible. She will race on 13 January at Paeroa in a 1670m with that to be extended later. 

Sheryn is sister to Carey Hobbs, the CEO at Taranaki Racing, and loves being involved with children in the education world. But she makes sure she has plenty 
going on in the racing world too. Our Bulletin gives these members, the interest of the important issues around racing, and they love the personal stories of 
people with all the variations racing provides.

Auckland 
Neil Miller

Firstly our Auckland Owners Association wish all readers a happy and healthy new year. There seems to be some green shoots sprouting in racing and 
Auckland was at the forefront with the biggest crowd at Ellerslie on Boxing Day in 25 years. The lines to the tote windows were 20 deep through race intervals 
and the on course turnover was said to be $1.3m.

Below is a press release that we received from Avondale Jockey Clubs John Craig which will be of great interest to you.

PR for Avondale JC

“The first stage of the track upgrade at the Avondale Jockey Club has been completed. 
Through the assistance of the Trustees of the Portage Licensing Trust in recommending 
our approach to The Trusts Community Foundation, the Avondale Jockey Club was able 
to award the contract to upgrade the track, to the very experienced Recreational Services 
Limited, whose senior staff had previously been involved with the upgrade at the Te Rapa 
course.

The initial completed work included the upgrade of the entire ring drain on the inside of the 
course. Following this, deep core lateral drainage out to the full width of course of 28 metres, 
at 10 metre intervals, takes the water back to the inside drain which will ensure maximum 
drainage performance standards are meet. These lateral drains have already been re-grassed 
and the current weather period is ensuring the new grass re-growth is progressing well. 

Recreational Services will start the second phase of the extensive upgrade in early January, 
which includes sand slitting the entire course. This will be followed by three phases of sand 
carpeting over the following months with a view to the restoration of racing commencement 
in April.

The Avondale JC surface will be tested with a trial meeting in April prior to the approved return of racing.

Avondale Chairman, Mr Ron Murphy, is delighted that racing is to return to Avondale and stated, “Avondale is very pleased to be able to offer a top class racing surface 
in the Northern region that will ensure the Auckland racing public have ready access to racing and that owners and trainers have easy access to a top class, “Winter” 
racing surface. Obviously we are extremely indebted to both the Portage Trust Trustees and of course The Trusts Community Foundation for their confidence and 
support to upgrade the track and initiate the restoration process of racing at Avondale. ” 

The Auckland Owners Association are discussing ways to support the AJC and look forward to the return of racing on a restored track at Avondale. 



Hawkes Bay
Tony Lyndon 

Hastings and Waipukurau Owners and Trainers had a week to 
remember with 10 individual winners.

Intransigent trained by Kirsty Lawrence at Waipukurau, part owned 
by her and husband Steve, along with mother and son Barbara and 
Brendon Ray, Barry Sizer, Brian and Annette Hawkins, winning in the 
$45,000 Platinum Homes N.Z. Rotorua Cup.

The same day the Guy Lowry/Grant Cullen trained Rampant won 
the $20,000 open sprint at Wanganui, and the next day Paul Nelson 
trained Yorkie won the maiden steeplechase at Ellerslie.

Rampant is raced by the On Honeymoon Syndicate which includes 
four local owners Doug Callaghan, Kate Ranger, Graeme Wedd and 
Kim Bone.

Enuffissenuff won for John Bary and on the same day with Sam and 
Belinda Kelt’s Tanqueray broke through for her first win as well.

Spartanicus won his 6th race for a syndicate which includes 11 Hawkes 
Bay owners most who are members of our Assn.

Well known H.B. owner breeder Sue Harty bred and shares in 
ownership in Coastal Mist and Zane Grey, who were both successful at 
Wanganui on the same day Danelove won his 8th race when winning 
the $20,000 open handicap. He is raced by Napier owners, Bruce and 
Annette Keighly.

Jason Fleming CEO of H.B.Racing Inc’ had his 8th win with Kiwi Hussler 
at Ashburton on Labour weekend continuing the good run for 8 
H. B. owners when they won the last 3 races at Woodville. That was 
Innkeeper winning for Tim and Briar MacPhee, Starguru for Danny 
and Lynette Birnie, and O’Reillys Secret owned in Thames by Tracey 
Flookes and trained at Hastings by James Bridge.

Waipukurau’s Mick Ormonds $270,000 purchase Sirani won at Ellerslie. 
She is raced in partnership with brother and sister Paul Deardon and 
Belinda Scott.

Waipukurau owned/trained and bred Turn on d’light won his 5th race 
from 32 starts for David Williams when leading all the way in a rating 
90 at Awapuni, he revels in heavy tracks.

H.B. Racing Inc’ and H.B. Racehorse Owners committee man Kevin 
Wood along with his wife Shirin and son Calvin were delighted when 
their promising 3 year old Jakob Gambino won at Gisborne. Kelvin 
an accountant, was in Bermuda and listened to the race on the radio.

Arizona Jazz maintained a 100% winning record for his dam Johnny 
Loves Jazz when successful at Gisborne. Raced and bred by Chris and 
Ken Russell, Johnny Loves Jazz has had 9 offspring to the races and all 
were winners.

Starpin won her 4th race from 12 starts when winning at Trentham. 
She is raced by her breeders John Best and Bruce Lumsden.

The Innkeeper won his 2nd race from 9 starts when having his first run 
over ground. The Keeper gelding is raced by Tim and Briar MacPhee 
who also bred him.

Havelock North owner and breeder Noel Nicholson produced a half 
brother to his promising Mr Archibald at Waipukurau, in Shelved. 
Racing four wide for most of the race the Postponed gelding took the 
lead at the top of the straight and fought on well to win.

Laurence Redshaw and Geoff Candies brilliant mare Lady Kipling won 
her 6th race when winning the Group1, Cal Isuzu Stakes at Te Rapa, 
Murray Baker is quoted as saying that she is the most improved horse 
in his Stable. She will be seen out over January in the Group 1 miles 
at Ellerslie.

H.B. Owners Assn. secretary Peter Johnson had a great kick when 
Voodoo won a 2nd race in its last 3 starts at Ashburton. The manner of 
her last win suggests she will add to the tally over the new year period.

Judy Buckeridge won the Bi-Monthly Trophy for August and September 
with her two handicap horses Trapiche and Ourforeignminister.

january 2012     5

Manawatu 
Allan Fenwick

Current President Jim Watson was unanimously elected a life member of the 
Manawatu Association at its AGM in November. Life membership is a very 
appropriate recognition for the contribution that Jim has made to racing over 
a long period of time. As an owner the best horse that he has been involved 
with is undoubtedly the versatile Fairassan, trained by the late Fred Pratt and 
winner of the 1961 CJC Winter Cup. The hardy Avonova, trained by Jim himself 
at Levin was also a good winner. He has also raced a number of more moderate 
gallopers with mixed success but like so many owners is ever hopeful for the 
future with a couple of young ones going through their early education. 

On the administration side Jim has given unstinting service. He has served as 
a committeeman of the Levin Racing Club, was a member of the Otaki Levin 
Consortium, a member of the Wellington District Committee, a delegate to 
the NZTROF Executive and a member of the Manawatu Association for over 
25 years. Jim has also been closely involved with the organisation of the trials 
run by the Association.

The passing of Tup Jennings and Theo Howe, 2 former trainers with strong 
links to the Central Region is noted. T L Jennings trained on the Masterton 
course at Opaki for many years. Although only having a modest number of 
horses in work at any one time there were a number of high class gallopers. 
One of the best was the smart filly Entice who staged some memorable battles 
with Mop during the 1975–76 season and to whom she was runner up in that 
year’s Wrightson Filly of the Year series.

Theo Howe trained with a lot of success from Awapuni from 1952 winning the 
New Zealand Cup in 1958 with Balfast. In 1968 he moved to Mornington and 
quickly established himself with winners on the flat and over fences. Successes 
with jumpers included all the major jumping races in Victoria. His first Group 
1 winner in Australia was the outsider Gleaming Waters in the 1981 Oakleigh 
Plate. His best horse was King Phoenix winner of the 1984 Marlboro Mile, the 
1985 Toorak Handicap and the 1986 Craiglee Stakes. King Phoenix was bred by 
Palmerston North‘s Lambourn Stud and over the years Theo enjoyed a close 
association with the Lambert family. After his retirement from training Theo 
was a frequent visitor to the Central Region and attended a number of local 
race meetings. 

Many members of the Association had rewarding days over the Christmas 
Holiday Racing. The Double LL Syndicate tasted success with both their 
runners. City Chic dead heated at her first start on the opening day of the 
Manawatu Carnival and Brackenwood scored his 4th win at Tauherenikau at 
New Year. Both are trained by Lisa Latta who won 3 races on each of the first 2 
days at Awapuni. Lisa, with her big stable and many owners is certainly a very 
important part of racing in our area. It is great to see her team competing so 
well at the major carnivals. Platinum Princess has been amongst the stars with 
her Rich Hill Mile win at Ellerslie coming after her Coupland’s Bakeries Mile 
triumph.

Christopher and Susannah Grace won the opening event on the day with 
Galway but had to be content with Tullaroan’s second in the Hotel Coachman 
Manawatu Cup. The previous year Tullaroan had defeated Cassini but this time 
the roles were reversed. 

Association Vice President John Creaven’s pride and joy Crocodile Dundee was 
a creditable third in the Cup and Liv’n Paradise trained by Roger Allen spiced 
up the quaddie when winning the last race of the day. 

Miss Marauder raced by a Syndicate including Association members John 
Roache and Keith Towers and trained by Matthew Eales, also recorded her 4th 
win at Tauherenikau.

The Foxton racing community was stunned when a number of fires occurred 
during November and December at the Foxton Racecourse. On 6 separate 
occasions fires were lit damaging the Members Stand, stable buildings and 
sheds. Fortunately there was no injury to horses or personnel but a number 
of trainers lost all their gear and feed as well as stabling. Eventually just on 
Christmas, Police arrested a person on suspicion of lighting the fires.

Reminder 
New Zealand Racing Hall of Fame Inductee Dinner, Friday 2nd March at Ellerslie. 
Details available from www.racinghalloffame.co.nz
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Notes from the Regions continued

Wanganui 
Roundup
Rosie Hackett

Happy New Year from Wanganui 
and – may all of your racing dreams 
come true!!

Wanganui has had a good run over 
Christmas. Marea Alta went really 
well with a second in the Waiwera 
Water, City of Auckland Cup. She is 
a honest tough little lady, Because 
of the ground, she travelled on the 
bit far more than usual. At the 1000 
Harry said she came off the bit and 
drifted, She usually has a flat spot 
that is at the 800m. But hey, she got 
going again and had her fan club 
yelling for her. Awesome !! Marea 
Alta will now head for Wellington 
Cup and then all going well, the 
Auckland Cup. Alexander Feildes 
and his head lady Kara, have done 
a great Job.

Dawson Falls has been flying 
winning his last two starts including 
the Stratford Cup for his owners 
who include Paul Belshams lovely 
mother-in-law Jane and father-
in- law Ian Donald. A C Hartley, 
the Crowleys, including long time 
owner Jim Crowley, who won with 
Agnopak earlier in the day make up 
the rest of the owners group.

Maude, Le Bec Fin – La Saleen has 
been going very well and has gone 
through the grades. She will have a 
short break and will be back better 
than ever. Maude has some owners 
who have never raced a horse 
before and they are having a great 
run with this honest girl. 

Fraser Aurets team are going well, 
he is having a great run Brown Bella 
has now won two on end after 
some good form and looks like a 
lovely stayer in the making. Jungle 
Pago is very smart and will be a filly 
to follow. Beyond Comparison ran 
a nice third at Taupo and will get 
better. Not So Vague went a nice 
race at Taranaki. Fraser has won 
with Popsycat for his mum and 
dad Nigel and Adare. The same 
combination race the talented 5yo 
mare Court in the Park, Thorn Park 
– Frizzle 

Adrian Bull has a top horse in 
Nashville which he also trains. He is 
a 3yo gelding by Darci Brahma out 
of Royal Kiss and he is very special. 
With two wins and a second from 
3 starts he, is just a lovely horse. He 
will race next at Trentham, so keep 
an eye on him.
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Fiona Mackenzie

South Canterburys’ Christmas Race Meeting was huge success on and off course, the sun was shining, the racing 
was great and everybody had a great day. Prior to the first race, I caught up with Ashburton trainer Danny 
Champion. His starter in the first race of the day, the maiden mile, is a very interesting horse. Well bred, by Pentire, 
Hamilton Coup has given her owners’ Mr R Coupland and Mrs J Walls more than a grey hair or two I am sure. A 
trials expert, the three year old black filly has not shown her true potential on race day, preferring to hug the 
outside rail instead of the inside. Bewildered by her recent performances on race day but buoyed by Hamilton 
Coups’ last track gallop with classy mare Shamrox, Danny suggested that if the filly ever won it would be by 
a decent margin. It was to be a good start to the day and hopefully a turning point for Hamilton Coup as she 
blitzed the field over 1600 metres to win by five lengths. Unfortunately the time for the race was not taken. 
Hamilton Coup holds a nomination for the Wellfield NZ Oaks at Trentham in March.

Danny and training partner Kezia Murphy tasted more success with their jointly owned 4yo mare Cybele. By 
Elusive City out of Strawberry Affair this very consistent racehorse has produced two wins, two seconds, one 
third and two fourths from eight race day starts. Her most recent win was at Kurow on December 30th where 
she sat one out just behind the leaders and kicked clear about 200m from home.

Staying in Ashburton, Hayley Rose, a four year old mare by Floral Dynamite out of Dance Parade trained by Jan 
Hay is racking up an enviable record. With four wins, two seconds, a third and a fifth from eleven starts she is 
proving to be a vary handy horse for the Five Spots Syndicate.

More success for Association members, owner/breeder/trainers, Paritai Farm team of Dave and Pat Jones 
recently enjoyed a double when their O’Reilly mare Lucy O’Reilly won the Maiden 2000m race Omakau. She is 
trained by their daughter Jackie Jones at Wingatui. Jackie took over the training of the mare when she gained 
her training licence a couple of months ago.

Lucy O’Reilly is out of the very good racemare, Erudite, winner of the 2yo Shifnal Prince Juvenile in 1989 and 
winner of the Listed Haunui Farm Stakes for three year olds in late ‘89.

The Central South Island Owners and Trainers’ Association Summer Points Series is nearing and end. Up for grabs 
is a total of $3,500. Watch this space in the next bulletin for results.

Sun Shining on Local Owners at Timaru Races

Central South Island
“On Nov 24th 2011, a race at Phar Lap Raceway Timaru,the Phar Lap Memorial, was won by Princess Halo. Some of the 
connections on course are pictured Laurie Shanks, Donny Hammond and Pat Fowler (L-R) with ex South. Canturbury. 
Owners committee man, Cliff Shortus on the extreme right, making the presentation.

The owners racing Princess Halo are Debbie and Gavin Craig, Local trainer Michael Daly, Pat Fowler, Donny Hammond, 
Laurie Shanks and Nicola Timpany. The large silver cup was known as the Air New Zealand Cup when it belonged to 
the Geraldine Racing Club in previous years”. – Visiting Waikato Rep Jenny Cowan.
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PROFILE 

Judith Buckeridge 
Tony Lyndon

Judith Buckeridge was born on a Wairarapa sheep station in the 
early 1950’s. Even as quite a young child, she rode her pony to 
school each day.

When she was 6 years old she competed successfully at the 
Alfredton pony club on her Welsh pony. Duringa following 
15 year period, there were very few trophies or cups in the 
Wairarapa that did not have Judith’s name engraved on them. 

When Judith was 16 years old, she went to the Tauherenikau 
races and fell in love with a striking mare called Rondeau. She 
phoned the owners and asked if they would sell the horse and 
they agreed on a purchase price of three hundred pounds. From 
Rondeau she bred the Silent Hunter gelding Peace Seeker who 
won 4 races for her.

During the late sixties Judith rode at the annual Castlepoint 
beach races and was runner up on many occasions to the well 
known stalwart Freda White. She then purchased interests in 
Marsali and Penthouse Blue who won several races.

But going back this amazing person showed early flair and ability 
and a willingness to make a difference. At 16 years of age she 
instigated and formed the Wairarapa Young Farmers Club Show. 
Judith was also the Secretary Treasurer of the Wairarapa Owners 
and Trainers Association for over 10 years and staged the race 
trials at Opaki and Tauherenikau. She also served as a steward on 
the Masterton Racing Club prior to moving to Hawkes Bay.

16 years ago Judith started up the N.Z. National Horse and 
Pony Show. This event has grown to be one of the most popular 
equestrian shows in the country. In May 2011, at Lance and 
Bridget O’Sullivan’s magnificent property at Matamata, Judith 
was awarded the “Show Secretary of the Year” title for the third 
consecutive year as well as the inaugual gold star award for N.Z’s 

A unique collaboration between Sims Pacific Metals and the Spinal Cord charity CatWalk will see tens of thousands of old horse shoes recycled in the name 
of scientific research.

In what’s believed to be a world-first, Sims Pacific and CatWalk are joining forces and encouraging New Zealand horse owners to donate their old shoes to 
charity.

“We’re delighted to be ‘hoofing it’ for CatWalk.” said Natalie Black of Sims Pacific. “It’s a fantastic chance to help horse owners out by getting rid of what is 
essentially a junk item, while benefiting the environment and helping in the search for a cure. 

“People joke a lot about ‘lucky’ horseshoes. Well, this is a chance to make those lucky shoes really count for something.”

The CatWalk founder, Catriona Williams, agreed. “With more than 7,000 sport horses in New Zealand, most of which wear steel shoes, and thousands more 
racehorses wearing aluminium shoes, there are tonnes of metal tied up in stable yards around the country.

“If we can harness those shoes, and put the funding into research, that only increases the chances of getting people out of chairs and back on their feet.”

Williams said her own experience with discarded horseshoes showed that the project would give them a new lease on life. “A horse might be shod eight times 
a year but the shoes don’t last that long, and what do you do with them when they’ve had it? Most people have rusting lumps of horse shoes tucked away – 
this is a chance to get rid of them!”

The scheme, which is supported by the Farriers Association, will work when horse owners drop their shoes at selected locations including five PGG Wrightson 
stores, independent feed shops and vet clinics, and also at temporary locations at events such as the Horse of the Year Show.

Sims Pacific will provide the collection bins, empty them and transport the contents before processing the used shoes. 

Natalie Black of Sims Pacific said early feedback had been extremely positive.

“Horseshoes usually end up as a rubbish item of zero value. We’re the right people to get an end use out of them.”

Sims Pacific can take on any metal items and will also consider a farm collection, if there is enough metal on the property.

The “Hoofing It” project will be formally launched at The Horse of the Year, 13-18 March 2012. 

volunteer of the year. Prior to the announcement she had already won the award for the 
Hawkes Bay/Wairarapa, Show Secretary of the Season.

Judith presently has two horses in work and both have been hugely successful in the 
past 12 months. Between them Ourforeignminister and Trapiche have won 9 races. The 
highlights of these wins was Ourforeignminister’s success in the $70,000 Merial/Ancare 
mile a group 3 and the $50,000 ITM Interprovincial held at New Plymouth. She had a 
huge thrill winning the Merial Mile as the trophy was presented by her cousin John 
Henderson, President of the Marton Jockey Club.

Judith Buckeridge has been a great benefactor to equine sport.

Judith Buckeridge

Sims Pacific hoofs it for CatWalk 
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What a year it’s been for Windsor Park Stud with resident stallion 
Thorn Park’s elevation to champion status, an international top 
end addition to the roster, and So You Think taking his outstanding 
Australasian form to the rest of the world. 

The Cambridge farm has continued to watch with pride its graduates 
delivering on the racetrack and, in particular, their run of classic 
success.

“Thorn Park winning the premiership and taking over from Volksraad 
in keeping the Grosvenor Award here was a major highlight,” 
general manager Steve Till said. “That’s been backed up by a world 
class stallion roster with Rip Van Winkle joining TheWayYouAre 
and Mastercraftsman and alongside Falkirk and Guillotine. It’s very 
satisfying to be offering breeders those opportunities”

2010 Breeders of the Year and a finalist this year, Windsor Park has 
again been in the thick of the Group One action. 

“Seeing graduates of the farm and from our yearling sales drafts 
doing so well has been great and So You Think’s international 
performances have been fantastic,” Till said. “Then we had Sangster’s 
VRC Derby win, we offered him as a yearling, and in the last four or 
five years we’ve had a number of Derby winners out of Windsor Park 
drafts.”

Indeed, Sangster followed in the VRC classic footsteps of Kibbutz 
(2007) and Monaco Consul (2009) to go with Nom du Jeu’s success in 
the AJC Derby (2008) and Military Move’s home New Zealand Derby 
triumph (2010). 

“I’m not sure another stud in Australasia could match that recent 
Derby record,” Till said. “And this season Gr.1 winner Distill and Gr.2 
winner Lady Kipling are further top class racehorses to graduate 
from our yearling drafts”.

Windsor Park is also preparing another stunning line up of yearlings for Karaka with 
the first progeny of Guillotine among them. 

“Guillotine was an outstanding racehorse and a $NZ300,000 yearling at Karaka which 
tells you what a good looking horse he is,” Till said. “We stood his sire Montjeu and he 
was very successful in the sale ring as were his progeny on the racetrack.”

Till tipped Guillotine’s Premier colt out of Endless Joy to be a stand out. “He’s a three-
quarter brother to Emperor Bonaparte (Premier’s Cup-LR) out of a Group One placed 
half-sister to Bonecrusher. He’s a really nice individual and Guillotine’s got a lovely line 
of horses going through K2 as well.”

The Windsor Park draft will also feature the final New Zealand crop of High Chaparral. 

“They made a huge impact at the sale last year and we’re looking forward to 
presenting them,” Till said. “There’s a three-quarter blood brother to So You Think 
out of La Souvenir who’s an outstanding colt and three-quarter brothers to Monaco 
Consul and Growl. There’s also a number of attractive fillies with great pedigrees like 
the ones out of Akela (dam of this seasons Gr.2 winner Lady Kipling), The Mighty Lions, 
Very Musical and Sierra Dane.” By Grosvenor, The Mighty Lions was the Avondale Gold 
Cup-Gr.1 winner and her two previous High Chaparral fillies sold for $NZ300,000 and 
$NZ280,000. Very Musical is an Irish bred daughter of Green Tune who is from the 
family of multiple Group One winner and successful sire Last Tycoon while Sierra 
Dane is a Group performed daughter of Danehill. Her High Chaparral colt made 
$NZ240,000 earlier this year at Karaka.

Champion sire Thorn Park will be represented by three colts and a filly and Till singled 
out the son of Fragile Asset for special mention. 

“Fragile Asset is a stakes winning Zabeel mare from Bonecrusher’s family and the 
colt’s a real stand out.” 

The colt is a half-brother to the Championship Stakes – Gr.2 winner Hidden Asset and 
is bred on the same Thorn Park/Zabeel cross as promising 3YO galloper Ocean Park, a 
leading contender for the New Zealand Derby in March.

Thorn Park caps a bumper year
By Paul Vettise
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FOUNTAINCOURT  
aka NIPPER –  
and the love of PATSY RILEY
Is this the oldest thoroughbred in NZ at 33 of age?. That’s 94 years in human 
terms so maybe not. But I would lay odds that there is no horse older, who had 
a longer and more distinguished career.

Nipper was trained by Cyril Pfefferle at Trentham. It seems he got the stable 
name because of his small size. One of his early trackwork riders was Wellington 
lass Patsy Riley. Nipper had an undistinguished start to his career with 11 starts 
as a 2 year old with one fourth, the best result.

Then as a 3yo he ran 3rd in a race at Wairoa on 1 January 1982. Three days later 
came his maiden win at the same track. He won again on the 13th and also on 
the 23rd of January, at Pahiatua and Wellington respectively.

In 1983 Fountaincourt charged home to win the Auckland Cup at odds of 45 to 
1. Behind him were the top mares Maurita and Daisy. Then he went to Sydney 
and Melbourne with the following results.

2nd in the Rawson Stakes to Dalmatia

1st in the Queen Elizabeth

3rd in the Sydney Cup to Veloso and Secured Deposit

Ist in the Memorial Cup at Randwick

Later followed 

6th in Hayai’s Caulfield Cup

1st in the Werribee Cup

7th in the Melbourne Cup won by Kiwi.

In the latter, above races, the jockey was Noel Harris.

It is worth noting that Fountaincourt and Kiwi had won the Auckland and 
Wellington Cups respectively with 50.5kg, but Kiwi got into the Melbourne 
Cup under the radar with 52.5kg. Not so Fountaincourt who carried 55.5kg. 

Amazingly 4 days later Fountaincourt took out the 2500m Queen Elizabeth 
at Flemington decisively. (You may take out of this that he hadn’t had a race 
in the 2 miler). McGinty was back in second 2.5 lengths away.

Then 7 days on Fountaincourt came third in the Sandown Cup.

Home for a holiday? No! On the second of January 1984 Fountaincourt ran 
third as a topweight in the Auckland Cup to Secured Deposit and Gun For 
Fun.

Back to Australia again for places and he weighed in at Rosehill, Randwick 
and Sandown. Then Fountaincourt followed up with a win in the Gosford 
Cup.

This was followed later in the year by 10th in the 1984 Melbourne Cup.

Fountaincourt returned home to win the Auckland Cup again at the start 
of 1985.

And then he raced on for another 3 years finishing on 13 February 1988 
with a nice 2nd at Wairoa. He had run 3rd there 3 days before.

Career Statistics Summary

Starts  Wins Seconds Thirds Fourths Fifths Earnings

106 16 10 10 14 9 $534,593

Fast (0 – 0 – 0) Good (68 – 10 – 14) Dead (18 – 2 – 4) Slow (8 – 1 – 1) Heavy (12 – 3 – 1) 

Nipper began a well earned retirement and somehow found himself on a 
property in South Auckland. About 12 years ago the place was sold at short 
notice and he needed a new home. Patsy Riley who had known and ridden 
the horse in earlier Wellington days came to the rescue; she took him to her 
family farm out on the Waiuku road, owned with her partner Rex Sims. It is 
called Titirimu. 

Together they were training horses with great success. Of particular note 
was Shugar, runner up in the 1991 Auckland Cup. Shugar won 2 races at 
Flemington and ran a 2nd at Moonee Valley in 1992. He was in retirement 
when Nipper arrived and the two horses buddied up straight away and 
became inseparable.

Later Patsy and Rex had more success when Zayyad, owned by Rex and 
Kerry Verner won the 2000 Easter Handicap. Tragedy was to follow with the 
premature death of Rex. Comfort came to Patsy from her love of her young 
family and horses. Her friends supported her. As an example long time 
friend Kevin Myers boarded his Northern raiders at Patsy’s place. Gallopin, 
Balmuse and Cape Cover stayed there among others. The local Phillips 
families who owned Gallopin, gave her horses to train.

After a couple of years Nipper had outlasted his owners and Patsy really 
didn’t want to send out bills for him any more. So Nipper has had free board 
for 10 years or so. Patsy said it doesn’t cost her much. “Just a few dollars a 
day for feed and a foot trim every now and again.” She said, “I had to keep 
him for his mate Shurgar. I couldn’t let them be separated”

More recently Shurgar took poorly and died. Patsy and the girls did not 
know how Nipper would bear the parting. The ”vet” advised them to put 
the dead body of Shurgar in the paddock with Nipper to let Nipper deal 
with the loss in a natural way.

This they did and watched in apprehension and sadness. Nipper pawed 
and whinnied over the body of his mate for three hours. Then he walked 
away and paid no more heed.

Nipper now lives with occasional cows for company. They won’t kick him 
and he quite likes them. The only problem is they chew his tail. Other horses 
are over the fence for him to talk to, so he is safe and not lonely.

I was really impressed with his condition. Sure gravity has taken some toll 
and he has got a sway back. But he has got a lovely coat and he is mobile 
and friendly. He stood there halterless with his head pressed on my chest 
while Patsy’s daughter Nicole took his cover off. 

It was a pleasure to meet you Nipper, Patsy and the girls Amber and Nicole. 
It was my privilege to write this story. We salute you! “Live long and live 
well”! 
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We wish to extend 
a very warm 
welcome to the 
new members who 
have joined the 
Owner’s Federation 
in November and 
December. We 
really appreciate 
your membership 
support and look 
forward to a long 
and enjoyable 
association with you.

Congratulations to Federation Members on their 
recent wins!
We continue to track winning horses owned by Owner’s Federation members. As we only have visibility of owner’s named in the race book, we know we will 
have missed members involved in winning syndicates and may have inadvertently missed others. We apologise to any member we have missed and extend 
our congratulations to all members who have recently experienced the thrill of winning. 

federation Contacts
Telephone:  0800 696 377    Fax:  07 855 0330    E-mail:  nztrof@xtra.co.nz 

P.O. Box:  14-027, Hamilton 3252
President:  Neil Oldfield   06 327 8426    Secretary:  Jim Keyte   027 276 0464

Become a member – download a “Join Us” form from our website

Website:  www.racehorseowner.co.nz

Auckland
Chris Baker Auckland
Larry Reid Papakura
Matt Karam Auckland
Waikato
P A Lock Hamilton
Mrs V Pollock Hamilton
D R & Mrs K M Smith Hamilton
Michael Wallace Cambridge
Manawatu
M D Courtney Palmerston North
M D Haydock Palmerston North
D V McAullay Levin
A-M McTaggart Lower Hutt
Danny Madden Levin
Central South Island
Mrs E G Jackson Timaru

L D & Mrs B F Appleton Morrinsville 3371 MAXIMUM HEIGHT
D L  Archer Auckland 1050 EIGHT SCHILLINGS
A O  Avis Pukekohe 2677 TANGO TERRIFIC
P  Bardell Wanganui 4500 BEAU DANE
J G G  Bary Hastings 4172 THE HOMBRE
R S  Baulcomb North Shore City 622 HE’S REMARKABLE & 

OFFANGONE
Mrs B E  Brough Huntly 3771 KNOCKYASOXOFF 
Mrs J D  Buckeridge TRAPICHE
J W  Campin Cambridge 3495 SUN VALLEY
J G & Mrs E A  Carran Otautau 9641 EL CHICO
R  Chan Pakuranga 2140 SPECTACULAR
Chouxmaani Investments Ltd Havelock North 4157 JIMMY CHOUX
M A  Collinson North Shore City 753 MCLAREN
R T  Cooper Taupo 3351 AMITY DANE
J M  Creaven Palmerston North 4473 CROCODILE CANYON
M P  Daly Timaru 7974 PRINCESS HALO
A E  Denham Palmerston 9483 RIC O’SHEA
T B R  Dixon Auckland 1011 INDIAN SKY
N B  Dodd Whangarei 143 LUCKY BREAK
Mrs G M  Drought Opunake 4682 CASSINI
D McK  Duncan Marton 4787 MISTER DEEJAY
K M  Duncan Hunterville 4782 MISTER DEEJAY
J R & Mrs E  Fairweather Hamilton 3283 CUGAR PARK
W M & Mrs F L  Fearon Palmerston North 4410 OUR MILLY SMITH &  TIDAL 

WAVE
D P & Mrs K C  Fleming Opunake 4616 PERO
Mrs P  Fowler Timaru 7910 PRINCESS HALO
D R  Frampton Paraparaumu 5032 OPEN ‘N’ SHUT
W  Freeman MBE Palmerston North 4410 RISING TIDE
A R  Galbraith Auckland 1140 MAE JINX
J T E  Gilbert Lower Hutt 5010 XANADU
J H & Mrs S  Goodman Cambridge 3494 LADY CHAPARRAL
Sally  Gordon Invercargill 9871 POSTMASTER
Mrs J M F  Gould Gisborne 4035 NIGHT LIFE
C J  Grace Hamilton 3210 ZANKURO
I D  Grieve Hastings 4172 THE HOMBRE
Miss S A  Hale Hamilton 3284 SUM UP
Mrs S M  Harty Waipawa 4271 COASTAL MIST, ZANE BAY & 

TIDAL WAVE
G J  Hennessy Waimate 7979 STORMY RAIN
R D  Hoddle Waikanae 5036 ALIGNADREAMS
Sir Patrick & Lady Hogan JOY’S CHOICE, ADIVA,  BABY 

GUINNESS, OASIS ROSE & 
YOUREIN

A R & Mrs D C  Johnson Ruakaka 171 MYTSHARP
B W & Mrs A W  Keighley Napier 4104 BEAU DANE
DAJ  & Mrs BN Kelt Hastings 4156 TANQUERAY & KINDRED
Mrs R  Kerr-Taylor Henderson 782 ALBERTON PRINCE
Miss J T  King Auckland 1642 BOLD RANSOM
T J  Latimer Levin 5570 RED MAFIA
S G & Mrs J F  Lennox Waverley 4592 HERMAN MUNSTER
T G  Lines Otahuhu 1640 ZAH GIRL
M & Mrs C R  Lupton Matamata 3471 ENYAAR
C R  MacRury Tauranga 3110 CISSY BOWEN
D R & Mrs D M  McKenzie Wyndham 9892 JEAN GENIE & STRAVINSKAYA

J V & Mrs F  McSheffrey Te Aroha 3391 GUEVARA
P N & Mrs J A  Miller STAR OF KINGS
D W & Mrs J A  Moss Matamata 3473 WHOSYOURMASTER
J D  Naylor Palmerston North 4440 TIDAL WAVE
P S  Nelson Hastings 4171 YORKIE
B G  Neville-White Auckland 1541 GOLDEN GLOBE
B K  O’Dea Wanganui 4500 BEAU DANE
S R  Plant Auckland 1025 ABEAUTIFULRED
J  Pomare Papakura 2583 RUNNINGDOWNADREAM
D N  Pye Auckland 1640 PLAN EX
Mrs B A  Ray Havelock North 4122 INTRANSIGENT
J A  Roache Marton 4788 TIDAL WAVE, OUR MILLY 

SMITH & ZANE BAY
G A  Rogerson Hamilton 3204 ABEAUTIFULRED & POCKET 

DIARY
G A  Shand Pukekohe 2122 PAYETTE
D S  Shuker Pokeno 2473 SPARNON
C J  Skerman Hastings 4172 THE HOMBRE
J B  Struthers North Shore City 622 HE’S REMARKABLE
K J  Tod Palmerston North 4412 ZANE BAY
P M  Vela GUISEPPINA
P J  Vela ONZM GUISEPPINA
B  Vickers Levin 5571 MISTY
P J  Walker Clevedon 2248 GOLDEN GLOBE
L J & Mrs M W  Ward Opunake 4681 JUMOKE
Ms J D  Webster Wanganui 4501 BEAU DANE
R G  Weller Foxton 4814 MCLAREN
M R & Mrs P A  Whittle New Plymouth 4312 JOKRAAR
D J & Mrs N P Williams Waipukurau 4242 TURN ON D’LIGHT
B W P  Wright Auckland 1042 COOL CRUISING
I G & S Wright Ngaruawahia 3793 DESERT LAD
B A  Yanko Havelock North 4130 YORKIE

The Owner’s Federation 
welcomes new members




